Synergistic/comutagenic action in the Ames test as an indication of irrelevant positive findings.
A number of structurally very diverse compounds which cause weak positive effects in the Ames test by evident or suspect irrelevant mechanisms is discussed. As a unifying observation we describe synergistic effects in combination with known mutagens in the responsive strains and comutagenic effects in initially unresponsive strains. We argue that the compounds enhance the formation of spontaneous (or mutagen-induced) revertant colonies by test-specific mechanisms likely to be of no relevance to multicellular eukaryotic organisms rather than possessing intrinsic genotoxic (i.e. DNa-damaging) properties in the Ames test.